Survival case of colchicine intoxication following ingestion of a lethal dose.
There have been few reports of cases where the ingestion of colchicine was utilized as a method of suicide and accordingly, its effect on the human body is not fully understood. It has been reported that all individuals who ingested more than 0.8 mg/kg of colchicine died of shock within 72 hours. A 46-year-old man was sent to the hospital after ingesting a lethal amount of colchicine (total dose, 71 mg; body weight, about 70 kg) in a suicide attempt. On admission, his vital signs were stable and physical examination was unremarkable. Laboratory findings were normal. He was admitted to the intensive care unit, and severe diarrhea and vomiting commenced approximately 4 hours after ingestion, accompanied by electrolyte disturbance, coagulopathy and renal dysfunction. Bone marrow suppression, bradycardia, alopecia and myoneuropathy also occurred, these findings being the typical symptoms of colchicine poisoning. The symptoms were almost resolved after about 1 week and he was discharged on the 19th day of admission. Immediate and precise care for colchicine poisoning successfully saved the patient's life.